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Sigma APO 300-800mm F/5.6 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

Nikkor Fisheye 6mm f/2.8 
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�� Fossil shrimp macro super panorama 

�� How to pose your model 

#� Photoshop circa 1940 

#� f/5 400mm Astro lens 

�� Photo of the Month 
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It’s hard to imagine but it is already December. Seems 
like just yesterday we had a group outing to see the tall 
ships. It seems to me that every time I sit down to write 
something for the Newsletter it’s about change. Either 
changes we have done or changes that need to be 
made. We all know where we came from and I am 
really proud of where we are. We have a ways to go 
but we have made significant strides and I personally 
want to thank those people that help along the way. We 
couldn’t do this without everyone’s help. 

A new and exciting CHANGE that I am sure we are all 
going to enjoy is the new website. I hope to get things 
wrapped up and have it officially launch on December 
1, 2007. Hopefully that goal can be reached. So what is 
new about the website? Well first off it is no longer a 
wiki based website. The new website will be easier to 
navigate and much easier for visitors to find 
information. That was the only drawback of the Wiki. All 
new members that came from the website each said 
they had a hard time finding out information about the 
group. I hope that will be solved with the new site. 

With the new website we have tons of space and tons 
of bandwidth. It can become whatever we want it to 
become. I will ask everyone to make comments and 
voice opinions about the new site. I hope everyone is 
honest. The only thing it takes to make changes is time 
so this will hopefully just be the starting point and a 
stepping stone of great things to come in the future. 

So what’s on the new website? The same stuff is on 
the new website that was on the old website. However 
it is laid out differently. New information will be added 
and updated as needed. The calendar function is there, 
a new gallery, a downloadable membership application, 

 

Continued on page 7 
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I have on loan from my father, a stunning fossil of a shrimp in sandstone. I thought this would be the perfect subject for 
a super high resolution macro panorama. Below is a small version of a 225 megapixel image stitched together from 
over 60 photographs. The original piece of stone with the fossil is about 8cm x 8cm. 
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Here is the setup for the panorama:  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Canon 350D on tripod. 
1/100 sec, f22, ISO800 
Tamron 24-134mm @ 135mm with 75mm macro extension. 
Canon 580EX, 1/16th power, triggered by Cactus V2 wireless remote, camera left. 
Vivitar 285HV, 1/16th power, triggered by Cactus V2 wireless remote, camera right. 
Office paper cut in half lengthwise, joined and curled around fossil to act as wrap-around diffuser. 

The Fossil was on a piece of white card, and was slid around underneath the fixed camera between shots. The desk 
lamp was used to illuminate the fossil enough to just barely see it through the viewfinder. I did my best to cover the 
whole fossil with enough overlap for stitching, but there were a few places where I missed which became obvious 
while stitching, so I had to go back and shoot a few extras to fill the gaps. 

The images were processed in Lightroom with the same settings for all images. Exported to full size jpeg files 95% 
quality. Loaded into PTGui and control points were automatically generated (Thank goodness for that feature! It would 
have taken days by hand). Tweaked the auto generated points and stitched the panorama using smartblend to merge 
them. The stitch and blend took about two hours. Then I cleaned up the resulting image in Photoshop and used the 
Zoomr “Zoomifyer” tool to create the high-res navigable panorama. 

For those that are interested, you can see more of my photography experiments in the Experiments category  
(http://neil.creek.name/blog/category/experimental/ ). If you like my work, please subscribe to my blog at the top 
right! I make regular posts with photographic experiments, and I’m planning to write more tutorials in the near future. 



�����������	����

!�1����)�	��*����
�2��3��(��
4�40�)�	&�&��	�
In this tutorial we are going to learn how to pose effectively your model for a photography session using the 1-2-3 
positions to guarantee a static and eye catching portrait picture. All pictures in and text in this tutorial are copyrighted 
to Ben from SonShine Studio. Used without permission, could not contact.  
 

Common mistake in portrait pictures  
I frequently see portrait images breaking the 1-2-3 rule regarding the body, head and eye placement. 
In portraiture you can guarantee your subject a very boring and static image by having the body in the # 1 position, the 
face in the # 1 position and the eyes also in the # 1 position, that means all three pointing in the exact same direction. 
Add a to this setup a straight up and down pose where the subject is seated squarely on his or her buns or standing 
with their weight equally distributed on both feet, add no leaning of the body and I can guarantee you, you will have a 
REAL BIG ho hum image. 

Understanding the 1-2-3 positions 

 
In this image, the young lady is 
seated with most of her weight 
on her right hip which leans her 
body away from the camera, 
and she is turned 45 degrees 
away from the camera also. 
Her body in this image is in the 
#1 position. This will also tilt 
her shoulders so they are not 
straight across. 
There is NO weight on her right 
arm/shoulder as this will cause 
the muscles in her upper arm 
to tense up and bulge out. Her 
head is turned to the #3 
position (which is at about the 
same angle as her left leg is in) 
then her eyes are turned to the 
#2 position which is about 1/2 
way between her body position 
and her head position. This will 
get the eyes off center a bit. 

 
The shot was also taken from a 
slightly elevated position so her 
eyes are looking up. Short light 
it and make the capture. 
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In summary  
So to start with seat the female at 
a 45 degree angle to the camera, 
have her place most of her 
weight on the rear hip, have her 
turn her head WAY back beyond 
straight on, to the camera, and 
then have her bring eyes back to 
you. 
This WILL feel strange to her and 
it WILL FEEL UNNATURAL to 
her. She may even say it feels 
strange and unnatural and 
attempt to ‘unpose’ herself. 
If she wins, you both lose. If you 
win you both win. 
If you are shooting digital pose 
her as stated above then show 
her the resulting image on the 
back of the camera. This will 
immediately build her confidence 
in your skills at posing her and 
will prove to her that she doesn’t 
look strange in your poses.  

Here is another picture of the 
same model but standing up. 

 

 

 

 

 

Note about couples and group photography  
With couples or groups try to keep in mind that if the pose looks good on an individual picture, it will almost always 
also look good in a group. However you may need to fudge on the pose a little. 

For couples the ideal is for the eyes of the shorter person (usually the female) to be at the same height as the mouth 
of the taller person. If you have to raise the shorter person up do it (use a taller posing stool, or have them stand on a 
small wooden riser if they are standing. 

 

 

 

 

Visit our Group Sponsor and Home of the 
PhotoKenosha Group 
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Too many photographers are prone to resign themselves to make a mediocre picture once the negative has been 

exposed and developed. There’s much that can be 
done to improve the end product, even though the 
negative has inherent faults insofar as density, 
contrast, composition, and other factors are 
concerned. The authors outline ways of improving 
photographs, taking up such subjects as negative 
retouching and manipulation, print spotting, toning, 
coloring, cropping, mounting, titling, and others. In a 
final chapter on novelty effects the readers learns 
many useful and decorative tricks in making 
photographic greeting cards, bookplates, lampshades, 
and such. 

While most of the processes presented are very 
simple, the others can be mastered after a few trials 
have given the careful worker a little practice. 

The authors keep in mind the fact that the serious 
amateur wants to turn out the best possible print, from 
every standpoint. Widely known among 
photographers as competent technicians and as 
instructors who have a sympathetic understanding of 
amateur problems, Messrs. Draper and Harkness 
bring to this book a wealth of background and ability. 
Their experience in viewing and judging countless 
prints qualifies them to offer sound advice on how to 
improve a picture once the negative has been 
exposed and developed. ($2 on ebay) 
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The main tube is 12.250" long from 4" PVC pipe. The tailpiece is a 3" X 2" PVC reducer. I turned down the large end 
to slide into the main tube. The inside of the small end was turned to accept the focuser. 80mm X 400mm telescope 
lens from a surplus site. See http://greyhoundman.blogspot.com/  for some more information.
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GOT IDEAS FOR EVENTS? 

The PhotoKenosha Group is always looking for Ideas 
for Events. If you have any good photography ideas or 
places you would like to photograph please contact 
Kevin today. We would like to do a day trip a couple 
times a year. Day trips do have costs associated but 
most events are free! 
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DEC 8TH 
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MO’S CAFE 
DEC 20TH, 7:00 PM - ? 
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Mo’s Café 

Jan 19th, 5:30 PM - ? 

Photo of the Month 

November’s theme was FARMING. 

The Photo of the Month Winner for the month of 
November is Dean. Congratulations Dean. 

 
 
This month’s assignment is: FOOD 
Photos are due on December 15th. 
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This is your newsletter. Write something. Anything. 
Darkroom stories, equipment review, photo essay, DIY 
photo gear you made, something, and anything. We 
are begging here. Deadlines for submission are the 
25th of the month. Earlier is always better. 

Email submissions to the editor michael@memoirs-
in-digital.com or give a printed copy to Michael 
Turcotte. 

an online application is in the works, and a store is 
being set up to allow the purchase of group wear, 
photo bags, mats and backing boards. I am also in the 
works of adding a live chat feature. We will see how 
that works out. 

So what’s the address? You can visit the new site at 
www.thephotokenoshagroup.com  . Hopefully  
everything will go smoothly and we can then have it 
back on photokenosha.com. I want to run it for a few 
weeks and make sure all the kinks are out before I ask 
Chad to pull the plug. With that I want to express my 
gratitude to Chad Davis for running the current site for 
so long with so few problems. Well other than dealing 
with me. 

So once again this month’s topic is CHANGE. Please 
remember that I will be changing photos at Mo’s Café. 
Please submit your photos to me by the December 
meeting. I will be changing them during the week 
between Christmas and New Years. If you submit 
photos they have to be matted to fit an 11x14 frame. 
Photo size does not matter but please no photos with 
borders and no foam core for backing boards. Have a 
Safe and Happy Holiday Season! 
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